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1 . HEREWITH FULL TEXT BALTIMORE SUN EDITORIAL THURSDAY 
MARCH 31 HEADED "MR. BREZHNEV'S BIG SNEEZE." 

2. "SOME PEOPLE ARE CONCERNED,” PRESIDENT CARTER SAID 
THE OTHER DAY, "EVERY TIME BREZHNEV SNEEZES." WELL, THE 
SOVIET PARTY BOSS HAS SNEEZED RIGHT IN THE FACE OF THE 
AMERICAN SECRETARY OF STATE, AND NOW IT WILL BE UP TO 
MR. CARTER TO SHOW HIS UNCONCERN OR, AT LEAST, HIS 
UNWILLINGNESS TO ABANDON HIS EFFORTS TO MAKE HUMAN 
RIGHTS THE CORNERSTONE OF U.S. FOREIGN POLICY. THE NEW 
PRESIDENT'S METTLE ALSO WILL BE TESTED ON HIS ABILITY TO 
HOLD TO THE BOLD, TOUGH INITIATIVES IN STRATEGIC ARMS 
LIMITATIONS HE MADE ON THE EVE OF SECRETARY VANCE'S TRIP 
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TO MOSCOW. 

3. MR. BREZHNEV'S REBUFF TO SECRETARY VANCE'S SALT E 
PACKAGE IS BOUND TO BE INTERPRETED AS A REACTION TO 
MR. CARTER'S OPEN SUPPORT FOR SOVIET DISSIDENTS. AFTER 
ALL, HAS NOT THE SOVIET LEADER LECTURED THE NEW AMERICAN 
PRESIDENT ON THE NEED FOR A "MINIMAL DEGREE OF CORRECT- 
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NESS" AND "NON-INTERFERENCE IN INTERNAL AFFAIRS" AS 
PREREQUISITES FOR IMPROVED RELATIONS? 

4. MR. BREZHNEV'S STANCE, HOWEVER, IS NOT ENTIRELY A 
REACTION TO THE PRESIDENT'S HUMAN RIGHTS EFFORTS, AND 
THE WHITE HOUSE SHOULD DO ITS UTMOST TO BREAK ANY SUCH 
LINKAGE IN THE PUBLIC'S MIND. THE FACT IS THAT MR. 

VANCE'S CALL FOR "DEEP REDUCTIONS" IN PRESENT STRATEGIC 
ARSENALS OR ACCEPTANCE OF THE BREZHNEV-FORD VLADIVOSTOK 
ACCORD PROBABLY WOULD HAVE BEEN REJECTED EVEN IF MR. 
CARTER HAD NOT RECEIVED VLADIMIR BUKOVSKY OR SENT A 
LETTER TO ANDREI SAKHAROV. THE VLADIVOSTOK ACCORD, IN 

ITS PRESENT FORM, IS UNACCEPTABLE TO THE RUSSIANS BE- 
CAUSE IT SETS NO LIMITS ON CRUISE MISSILES, DEADLY NEW 
WEAPONS IN WHICH THE U.S. HOLDS A DISTINCT LEAD. NOR 
CAN THEY READILY ACCEPT SHARP CUTS IN THE VLADIVOSTOK 
CEILINGS THAT WOULD REQUIRE A CUTBACK IN THEIR HEAVY 
INTERCONTINENTAL BALLISTIC MISSILE FORCE. 

5. IT MAY WELL BE THAT THE KREMLIN IS SO UPSET WITH 
MR. CARTER THAT MR. BREZHNEV WOULD HAVE STYMIED THE 
VANCE MISSION, WHATEVER THE SECRETARY HAD TO OFFER. 

BUT TO ITS CREDIT, THE ADMINISTRATION REFUSED TO 

REACH FOR A MOSCOW "SUCCESS" BY ACCOMMODATING THE ONE- 
SIDED SOVIET DEMAND TO ADD CRUISE MISSILES TO THE 
VLADIVOSTOK ACCORD. INSTEAD, IT IDENTIFIED THE U.S. 

POSITION WITH FORCE REDUCTIONS AND QUALITATIVE CURBS 
THAT MUST COME IF THE SUPERPOWERS ARE TO TURN DOWN THE 
WORLD ARMS RACE. AND, IN SO DOING, IT MADE IT EASY 
FOR MR. BREZHNEV TO BALK. 
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6. PRESIDENT CARTER'S COURSE SHOULD BE TO TAKE THE 
LOGIC OF HIS SALT PROPOSALS TO THE WORLD AS FORCEFULLY 
AS HE HAS PURSUED THE CAUSE OF HUMAN RIGHTS. THERE 
ARE SEVEN MONTHS TO GO BEFORE THE SALT I AGREEMENT ON 
OFFENSIVE MISSILE CEILINGS EXPIRES - MONTHS IN WHICH 

A SALT II ACCORD CAN STILL BE FRAMED OR AN EXTENSION 
OF SALT I AGREED UPON. IF AN EXTENSION IS THE RESULT, 

THE INEVITABLE DISAPPOINTMENT SHOULD BE COUNTERED BY 
A U.S. DRIVE TO MAKE A SALT II ACCORD THE MORE IMPRES- 
SIVE KIND OF DOCUMENT OUTLINED BY SECRETARY VANCE. 

7. IN THE MEANTIME, THE PRESIDENT SHOULD CARRY ON HIS 
HUMAN RIGHTS CAMPAIGN SECURE IN THE KNOWLEDGE HE IS 
RESTORING HIS COUNTRY'S MORAL INFLUENCE IN WORLD AFFAIRS. 
AFTER THE REVERBERATIONS FROM MR. BREZHNEV'S BIG SNEEZE 
SUBSIDE, THE SOVIET UNION WILL STILL HAVE TO RESPOND TO 

ITS NATIONAL NEEDS. WHILE IT HAS TO WORRY MR. CARTER 
WILL STIR RESISTANCE IN THE SOVIET BLOC, IT IS UNDER 
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INTENSE ECONOMIC AND SECURITY PRESSURE TO REDUCE STRATE- 
GIC EXPENDITURES. IF A SALT II AGREEMENT IS TO MATERIA- 
LIZE, THIS WILL BE THE REASON. END TEXT. 

CHRISTOPHER 
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